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IT’S TIME 
FOR MEN-
DELSSOHN!

That certainly is good news! Starting in 
2022, the Lucerne Festival Orchestra will 
no longer be limited to performing in the 
summer. Each spring going forward, the 
ensemble will additionally lure classical 
music fans from all over the world to 
Lucerne. Together with their “boss” Ric-
cardo Chailly, the orchestra will celebrate 
a three-day music festival during the Palm 
Sunday weekend, following the model of 
historic music festivals that have been held 
in the Rhineland since the early Romantic 
period at varying venues, such as Aachen, 
Düsseldorf, and Cologne. Between 1833 
and 1846, on seven occasions, Felix Men-
delssohn took over the direction of these 
so-called “Lower Rhine Music Festivals,” 
which similarly lasted for three days in 
the spring and had a thematic focus. It is 
therefore no coincidence that Mendels-
sohn now serves as the guiding star for 
the Lucerne programs in 2022 and 2023, 
which will include performances of all five 
of his symphonies.

Felix Mendelssohn was probably the most  
important personality in German musical 
life during the first two decades after Bee-
thoven’s death. As a composer, he proved 
through his symphonies and overtures, 

chamber music, and piano works that the 
history of music at that time had by no 
means reached the end point predicted  
by certain would-be prophets. As a per-
former, Mendelssohn in turn established 
the professional image of the conductor: 
he was the first to step in front of the 
orchestra with a baton and conduct con-
certs while not himself playing the violin 
or keyboard. Robert Schumann admiringly 
called him “the Mozart of the 19th cen-
tury” — thus planting the preconception 
of Mendelssohn as a classicist. Riccardo 
Chailly and the Lucerne Festival Orchestra 
will explore this contradiction as they pair 
Mendelssohn’s music with works by his 
contemporaries, role models, and succes-
sors. In 2022, they will present a telling 
juxtaposition with two so-called “progres-
sive musicians”: Richard Wagner and  
Hector Berlioz.

Riccardo Chailly has been studying Men-
delssohn intensively for many years and 
has even immersed himself in the various 
manuscript versions of his works. He is 
particularly fascinated by Mendelssohn’s 
“love of bel canto” and Italian opera, as 
well as his enthusiasm for color. “You can 
see that not only in his scores,” Chailly 
explains, “but also in his drawings, with 
their sense of detail: the shape of a leaf, 
the grounding of the sky, the reflections of 
light on the surface of water. For Mendels-
sohn, nature was the dominant element  
of all human experience.”
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WHO 
INVENTED IT?  
Felix Mendelssohn and Richard Wag-
ner: this hot-potato combination is 
weighed down by Wagner’s devastat-
ing anti-Semitic pamphlet titled Das 
Judentum in der Musik (“Judaism in 
Music”), in which he accused his col-
league, who was four years his senior, 
of never having achieved a “deep effect 
capable of gripping the heart and soul” 
with his works. When this pamphlet 
came out in September 1850, Mendels-
sohn had already been dead for three 
years, so he could not defend himself. 
Nor could he point out the fact that Wag-
ner had previously entreated patronage 
from him in submissive letters. This con-
cert will demonstrate how much Wag-
ner actually admired Mendelssohn. In his 
operas, he repeatedly took up Mendels-
sohn’s ideas. Even in his late Parsifal, the 
Grail theme quotes the “Dresden Amen,” 
which Mendelssohn had used 50 years 
before in his Reformation Symphony. 
With the Scottish Symphony, meanwhile, 
not only did the first movement’s stormy 
sounds inspire Wagner in The Flying 
Dutchman: the work is also close to the 
sound world of Die Walküre. Music knows 
better than words. And it speaks a lan-
guage other than calumny.

 Fri  08.04. 

Mendelssohn & Wagner
19.30 
KKL Luzern, Concert Hall

Lucerne Festival Orchestra 
Riccardo Chailly conductor 

Richard Wagner
Prelude to the stage festival play 
Parsifal 
14 min

Felix Mendelssohn
Symphony No. 5 in D minor, Op. 107 
Reformation Symphony  
30 min

Richard Wagner
Ride of the Valkyries from the third 
act of the opera Die Walküre 
5 min

Felix Mendelssohn
Symphony No. 3 in A minor, Op. 56 
Scottish  
30 min

Introduction to the Concert
18.30 | KKL Luzern, Auditorium 
with Susanne Stähr

CHF 290/240/190/130/70/40



MY DEAR 
FRIEND! 
When Felix Mendelssohn took up his 
post as kapellmeister of the Leipzig 
Gewandhaus in August 1835, he found 
a close confidant in Robert Schumann. 
For two years, until Mendelssohn’s 
marriage to Cécile Jeanrenaud took 
place, the two met almost daily for 
lunch, exchanging ideas about their 
musical discoveries or their shared role 
model, Johann Sebastian Bach. Early on, 
Mendelssohn championed the young 
pianist Clara Wieck, Schumann’s future 
wife, and engaged her for Gewandhaus 
concerts. It was no coincidence that 
Mendelssohn also took on sponsor-
ship of Schumann’s first-born daughter 
Marie. Of course he premiered several 
of Schumann’s works as a conductor as 
well. But is it possible to hear traces of 
their friendship in their music? This cham-
ber concert pairs Mendelssohn’s early 
string Octet, a work of genius he wrote 
at the age of 17, with Schumann’s Piano 
Quartet from 1842. Both works captivate 
through their extreme transparency and 
beguiling beauty. Yet while Mendels-
sohn’s lively music seems to soar aloft, 
Schumann’s sound world opens up a view 
into the depths of his soul.

 Sat  09.04. 

Mendelssohn & Schumann
19.30 
KKL Luzern, Concert Hall

Soloists of the  
Lucerne Festival Orchestra

Robert Schumann
Three Romances for oboe and  
piano, Op. 94 
12 min

Piano Quartet in E-flat major, Op. 47 
28 min

Felix Mendelssohn
Octet in E-flat major for four violins, 
two violas, and two celli, Op. 20 
33 min

CHF 120/100/80/70/50/30 



THAT’S 
ITALIAN!
From the spring of 1830 to the fall 
of 1831, Felix Mendelssohn traveled 
through Italy. While there, he also met 
his French colleague Hector Berlioz, 
six years his senior, who had just won 
the “Prix de Rome” and was spending 
his scholarship period studying in the 
Eternal City. The two composers quickly 
became friends, meeting almost every 
day for several weeks. They discussed 
art and music, went riding through the 
Campagna, visited the tomb of Tasso, 
and toured the Baths of Caracalla. For 
all their human closeness, however, 
their artistic appreciation remained 
somewhat one-sided: Berlioz admired 
Mendelssohn’s music, but Mendels-
sohn was critical of Berlioz’s musical lan-
guage. Nevertheless, twelve years later 
he invited Berlioz to Leipzig for concerts 
with the Gewandhaus Orchestra: at least 
on this occasion, he expressed more pos-
itive views about Les Nuits d’été. Berlioz, 
for his part, included in his conducting 
repertoire Mendelssohn’s Italian Sym-
phony, which was written as a reaction 
to the experiences and impressions of the 
trip to Italy. How “Italian” this work really is 
will become clear in its juxtaposition with 
the master of brio: Gioachino Rossini.

 Sun  10.04. 

Mendelssohn & Berlioz
18.30 
KKL Luzern, Concert Hall

Lucerne Festival Orchestra 
Riccardo Chailly conductor 
Marie-Nicole Lemieux mezzo-soprano

Felix Mendelssohn
Overture to Ruy Blas  
in C minor, Op. 95 
8 min

Hector Berlioz
Les Nuits d’été, Op. 7
30 min

Gioachino Rossini  
Overture to the opera  
Il barbiere di Siviglia  
8 min

Felix Mendelssohn
Symphony No. 4 in A major,  
Op. 90 Italian  
30 min

Introduction to the Concert
17.30 | KKL Luzern, Auditorium 
with Susanne Stähr

CHF 290/240/190/130/70/40



Time/Venue Concert No. of 
tickets

Ticket 
price

Total

Fri  08.04. 19.30 | KS Mendelssohn & Wagner

Sat  09.04. 19.30 | KS Mendelssohn & Schumann

Sun  10.04. 18.30 | KS Mendelssohn & Berlioz

Handling fee   CHF 10

Total amount CHF

TICKET ORDER FORM
Mendelssohn Festival | 8 – 10 April 2022

Online ticket sales begin on 23 November 2021, 12.00 noon (Lucerne time)
Mail and telephone sales begin on 24 November 2021 

Seating Options

  Front Stalls   Gallery   Balcony

  front   back   left   right

Second choice (if the desired category is no longer available)

 next highest category   best possible tickets in any price category

 next lowest category   no tickets

The event organizer reserves the right to hold individual sections in reserve or not to release them  
for sale until a later date. The availability of sections and individual seats is updated daily and can  
be found at lucernefestival.ch. 



Lucerne Festival
Sales & Visitor Service | P.O. Box | CH–6002 Luzern
t +41 (0)41 226 44 80 | ticketbox@lucernefestival.ch | lucernefestival.ch/en

PERSON ORDERING TICKETS

Last name/First name

Street address

Postal code/City/Country

Telephone

E-mail

Date

Signature

   Please send me an invoice with the amount of my order.

   Please contact me to register my credit card details.

   Please charge my credit card.

each with a handling fee of CHF 10

 Visa      MasterCard      Amexco 

Expiry date  Security code

Visa/MasterCard Amexco



Cooperation Partners
AMAG Audi Center Luzern, Car Partner | Canton of Lucerne |  
KKL Luzern, Event Partner | Luzern Tourismus | MetaDesign, 
Partner in Communication | Radio SRF Kultur, Media Partner

Lucerne Festival is a member of                        Official Rail Carrier 

THANK YOU! 
Great musical experiences need strong 
partners! We are deeply grateful to all 
those who support and promote the 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra for their 
indispensable commitment.

BOARDS 
FOUNDATION 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Board of Trustees
Markus Hongler, Chairman* 
Dr. Christian Casal, Treasurer* 
Dr. Rolf Dörig* 
Dr. Christoph Franz 
Christian Gellerstad 
Andrea Gmür-Schönenberger  
Dr. Marianne Janik 
Dr. Ursula Jones-Strebi 
Walter B. Kielholz* 
Dr. Hariolf Kottmann* 
Michel M. Liès 

Prof. Dr. Anne-Sophie Mutter  
Urs Rohner 
Prof. Klaus Schwab 
Marcel Schwerzmann 
Anne Schwöbel 
Isabelle Welton* 
Manuela Wirth 
Beat Züsli

* committee member

Honorary Chairman
Jürg R. Reinshagen

FOUNDATION LUCERNE  
FESTIVAL FRIENDS

Board of Trustees 
Markus Hongler, Chairman 
Dr. Christian Casal, Treasurer 
Dr. Franz Egle 
Andrea Gmür-Schönenberger 
Elisabeth Oltramare 

EXECUTIVE AND
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Michael Haefliger

EXECUTIVE  
MANAGEMENT 
Michael Haefliger
Danièle Gross
Christiane Weber



The Friends have been an indispens-
able partner of Lucerne Festival for 
more than 50 years. Through our 
personal commitment and annual 
donations, we make a significant 
contribution to the Festival’s financial 
security and sustainability. 

We do more than support the Festival 
of today, for example by sponsoring 
the Lucerne Festival Orchestra. We are 
also dedicated to its further develop-
ment by fostering young talent through 
the Lucerne Festival Academy and Mu-
sic for Future, thus establishing a basis 
for the art of tomorrow to flourish.
 
Firmly anchored in Lucerne as a city of 
music and in Switzerland as a whole, 
while at the same time internationally 

networked, we offer you the oppor-
tunity to deepen your concert expe-
rience through exclusive discussions 
with artists, encounters with music 
experts, and rehearsal visits; at the 
same time, we invite you to become 
part of a community of music fans as 
well as of the “Festival family.”

We are particularly eager to attract 
young adults to our circle of Friends 
and to benefit from their input and 
inspiration. That is why we have in- 
troduced the Young Friends program: 
they attend concerts together at dis- 
counted rates and meet regularly to 
share their passion for classical music.

LUCERNE FESTIVAL
FRIENDS

We love classical music. 

We are passionate about outstanding performances of  
both traditional and contemporary repertoire.

Communication between artists and the audience as  
well as between generations is important to us.

That is why we support one of the most important  
music festivals in the world. 

Contact 
Foundation Lucerne Festival Friends | Isabelle Köhler, Relationship Manager
Hirschmattstrasse 13 | CH–6002 Luzern
t +41 41 226 44 52 | i.koehler@lucernefestival.ch | lucernefestival.ch/en/friends
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TICKETING INFORMATION
Online ticket sales
begin on 23 November 2021, 12.00 noon (Lucerne time)

Mail sales
begin on 24 November 2021

Telephone sales
begin on 24 November 2021
Mon – Fri from 10.00 to 12.00 noon (Lucerne time),  
from 24 to 26 November 2021 and during the festival 
also from 2.00 to 5.00 pm

Health Protection Plan: Attending the Concert Worry-Free 
Lucerne Festival complies with the requirements of the authorities 
and the regulations in force at the time. 

Up-to-date information for the 2022 Mendelssohn Festival, supple-
mented by answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs), can be 
found at lucernefestival.ch/en/safely-attending-the-concert.

Sales & Visitor Services 
Lucerne Festival | P.O. Box | CH–6002 Luzern 
t +41 (0)41 226 44 00 
ticketbox@lucernefestival.ch | lucernefestival.ch 
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Editing and Content Susanne Stähr, Malte Lohmann 
English Language Editor and Translator Thomas May 
Layout and Realization Denise Fankhauser
Printing Engelberger Druck AG, Stans 

This program was published in November 2021 and is subject to alteration without prior notice.  
Printed prices are subject to correction.
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